Communication 7





Mrs. Leyendecker

Room 134 




          mleyendecker@paynesville.k12.mn.us




Course Overview

This class includes literature/reading, speaking, vocabulary/spelling, and composition/writing.   This includes reading poetry, short stories, non-fiction, and fiction as well as reading one to two novels as a class.  Students will also continue the Accelerated Reading program throughout the year. Students will have a chance to write a letter, essays, and poetry.  There will also be speaking opportunities in both small and large groups.  Vocabulary skills will be developed further in connection with literature selections and assessed throughout the year.
The year will be filled with many activities and readings.  A textbook will be assigned and will need to be brought to class each day.   Students can expect to have Accelerated Reading for a whole period each week and then they are also expected to read outside of school at least a half hour each day.  One novel the class will be reading together is Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (M. Taylor).  Other things to expect include numerous worksheets covering analysis of short stories, folktales, and mythology, preparation for effective test taking, and a comparison essay.


Grading:


	Grade
	Percentage (%)

	A
	93-100

	A-
	90-92

	B+
	87-89

	B
	83-86

	B-
	80-82

	C+
	77-79

	C
	73-76

	C-
	70-72

	D+
	67-69

	D
	63-66

	D-
	60-62

	F
	0-59


	Grades will be updated roughly every week and are determined by adding total points according to the breakdown above.  There is very little extra credit offered, so getting work done well and on time is critical to your grade.  Late work will be accepted for half credit at most; however, assignment must be turned in before it is handed back to the rest of the class, usually two to three days and at the discretion of the teacher.


Supplies:



On a daily basis you will need your planner, a notebook, a folder/binder, pens, pencils, and highlighters.  Assorted supplies may be needed as the year goes on such as notecards and a holder for them for creative projects and activities.

Plagiarism:











Remember to do your own work.  Using somebody else’s writing or downloading a report from the Internet is plagiarism.  Plagiarism teaches you nothing and hurts your grade (plagiarism=0%), so make your writing your own or quote and cite!   Also, our school has a computer program that spots plagiarism and will be used if there is any suspicion of plagiarism at any time.  Don’t be afraid to ask for help when citing information or when you have questions about how to cite it or if you have to.

Pre-excused Absences:









A student who has a pre-excused absence should provide the teacher with adequate notice to prepare assignments for the student.  It is the student’s responsibility to request assignments ahead of time.  Assignments and preparation for test should be completed upon the student’s return to school.  Failure to request assignments and test information prior to a pre-excused absence may result in failing grades for the missed work or tests.

Participation:








Participation is an important grade.  Not only should you come to class prepared, but you should also stay on task and work well in partnerships and small groups.  Being respectful in class is critical to this grade.  Respect is essential as is being present to class.  The more you miss, the less you learn.  Therefore, try to be present as much as possible.  Each week, you will be given a participation grade based off of your participation for the week (up to five points).  

Accelerated Reading:


Accelerated Reading is meant to provide students with a positive experience.  The more you read, the better at reading you will become.  This is the ultimate goal of the program.

AR counts as 20% of your overall classroom grade each quarter.



* 10% of your AR grade is based on an average of your AR test scores.



* 10% of your AR grade is based on meeting your AR goal.


You must read at least two non-fiction books each quarter to prepare you for the state reading tests as well as complete two vocabulary quizzes each quarter.  You might wish to select a non-fiction book as your first book of each quarter, so you can start reaching that requirement.

I, _________________________________, have read and understood the above information and understand what is expected of me throughout the 2013-2014 Communication 7 class.  

I, the parent/guardian of _______________________________, have read over and understand the above information with my student and understand what is expected of them throughout the 2013-2014 school year.

Student Signature: _________________________________________

Parent Signature:  __________________________________________
(Please return full sheet for credit and have student keep in their folder for any questions)

Grade Breakdown:


AR: 20%


Assessments: 45%


Class Work: 25%


Participation: 10%





Get Notices!


Reminders from class can be sent to your email by joining our class:


Send text message 


to (320) 356-8438 


with message @mrsl7









