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Accelerated Reading

Mrs. Leyendecker/Communications Grade 7
Welcome to another great year of reading the books of your choice!  

Within the first week of class, you will have the opportunity to demonstrate your reading skills by taking the AR test known as the STAR test.  These results and a review of your past AR accomplishments will be used to determine your new ZPD (your reading level) for the start of this school year.  You will also receive your AR goal for the quarter.  Using your ZPD reading range, you will select appropriate books to read.  After finishing a book, you will take a comprehension test which will help you earn points toward meeting your quarter’s goal. 

As an Accelerated Reader, by the year’s end you should be able to say:
*I have selected books that interested me and that I found enjoyable to read.
*I have read and understood fiction and nonfiction literature.

*I have been able to develop my personal vocabulary by understanding the meanings of new words and phrases.

*I have learned skills to help me be successful on state reading tests and to meet grade level standards.
*I have learned to manage my independent time by working hard to meet each quarter’s AR goals.
(*Reference=MN ELA Standards 7.4.4.4, 7.4.10.10, 7.5.4.4, 7.5.10.10)
Accelerated Reading counts as 20% of your overall classroom grade each quarter.


*10% of your AR grade is based on an average of your AR test scores.


*10% of your AR grade is based on meeting your AR goal.

            (This percentage is the same for all 6th, 7th, and 8th grade classes).

AR Expectations:
*You will select a book and confirm that it is an AR book (that it has an AR quiz available). 


**Note:  Use www.arbookfind.com to find out if a book is an AR book, what level it is, what points it is worth, and if it has a vocabulary quiz available.

*RP=A reading comprehension quiz is available.


*VP=A vocabulary quiz is available.

*You will silently and individually read your AR book during given reading days in class.  You will earn participation points for being on task during this independent time.  Our regular AR days will be on Wednesdays, so remember to bring your AR book with you on this day! (You must also bring your school planner to use as a pass to leave the room if you intend to go to the middle school media center to return or find a new book during this class time).
*You must read and pass (70% or higher) the comprehension tests of at least two non-fiction books each quarter in preparation for the state reading tests and academic reading in future high school classes.  You should select these non-fiction books as your first books of each quarter, so you are certain this requirement is met.  

*A second requirement for each quarter will be to take and pass (70% or higher) at least    two vocabulary quizzes for the AR books you read.  Again, completing this requirement early in the quarter is a great goal.  (AR books with vocab. quizzes will have purple stickers on their spines in the media center, and a list of each book’s vocab. words should be found on another large sticker on the inside front cover of the book for easy reference.  Not every AR book has a vocab. quiz, so check carefully.  See me if your book does not have a vocab. list sticker; we will print you a word list). VOCAB. QUIZ MUST BE TAKEN SAME QUARTER BOOK IS TESTED ON FOR IT TO COUNT.
*If you do not meet your two nonfiction book requirement by the end of the quarter, your GOAL grade for AR will be lowered five points.  If you do not meet your two vocabulary quiz requirement by the end of the quarter, your GOAL grade for AR will be lowered five points.  Thus, you could lose 10 points off your AR GOAL for not meeting both of these requirements.  You may always check with me to view your current status.
*You are encouraged to read beyond your quarter’s AR goal.  Any points accumulated beyond your quarter’s goal could result in an extra effort adjustment to your overall quarter grade.  However, no grade adjustments will be considered if you have not met your two nonfiction and two vocabulary quiz requirements that quarter.  

*In addition, extra effort adjustments could be made for taking more than the two required vocab. quizzes each quarter, so challenging yourself is a great idea.
*You will have the opportunity to take AR quizzes in the media center as needed.  You may test during our class reading days, during other independent work time in class if given permission, and before/after school as possible.  AR quiz results will only be accepted if taken on school computers.  

*Note: When asking to AR test on a class day that is not an AR reading day, please understand that AR testing might not be possible if the current class activity does not allow for such time.


*If wishing to test before (7:45-8:05 am) or after (3:15-3:45 pm) school, please see Ms. Nevitt in the high school media center or me in my classroom the day before you intend to test to make sure a computer will be available.

*Reading books that have been made into movies or that are out of your individual ZPD level (at a higher or lower level) may be accepted at the discretion of the teacher.
AR is meant to provide you with a positive experience.  The more you read, the better at reading you’ll become—the ultimate goal of this program.  
*TIPS FOR SUCCESS IF AR IS NOT YOUR FAVORITE ACTIVITY:

1.  Read at least 15-30 minutes each day, or set aside 1-2 hours of reading time on the weekend.  Do not procrastinate.

2.  You may find an audio CD of your book and listen to that as you follow along in your book.  Check with Ms. Nevitt or the public library in town for such CD’s.

3.  If you struggle passing nonfiction book quizzes, be sure to read each nonfiction book at least 2-3 times before testing.  Reading the book aloud is also a good idea as is taking notes on the book.  Any notes taken on the book (in your handwriting) may be used while taking the AR comprehension quiz.  (No notes may be used on vocab. quizzes).  See me if you would like a bookmark to use for taking notes.
4.  Read a book aloud with a partner.  Then you both may test on the book at different times.  *If you select this option, be sure to get my approval first.

5.  Find a book in a subject area you like.  Mrs. Porter and Ms. Nevitt are wonderful resources.  You might even do an online search for young adult/teen literature to see a list of popular titles.  
*After cutting off the bottom of this form, students should keep the rest of this handout in their Comm. 7 binders for future reference.  
------------CUT HERE AND RETURN TO TEACHER------------------------------------------
PARENT SIGNATURE FORM:

*Please ask your parent to read this handout and sign this sheet, so they may review the AR requirements of Communications 7.  Cut off just the bottom of this sheet, and return it to Mrs. Leyendecker by ___________________________ for an extra credit option.  (  

Student Name_________________________________           Class Period_____
*_____________________________________________

(Parent Signature)

*If parents have any questions, please contact Mrs. Leyendecker at 243-3761 or mleyendecker@paynesville.k12.mn.us at any time throughout the school year.  
Thank you.
